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WHO WE ARE ?



The Heavy Vehicle Collision Repair Specialists

The Australian Heavy Vehicle

Repairers Association

CASE STUDIES 

INTO THE 

HEAVY VEHICLE REPAIR SECTOR

WRECKED & WRITTEN OFF 

HEAVY VEHICLES



Aims to set out a path for national action on reducing fatal and 
serious injury crashes on Australian roads. 

On average, four people are killed and 90 are seriously injured every 
day on Australian roads. 

Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport & Regional Economics

Reported heavy vehicle crashes, from July 2012 - June 2013 showed:

Å231 people died from 192 fatal crashes involving heavy vehicles.
ÅHeavy vehicle theft has increased by 26% in the same period. 
ÅEstimated value of stolen heavy vehicles was close to $50 million.

This means there must be a focus on roads, speeds, vehicles, road 
user behaviour as well as performance monitoring and reporting.

National Road Safety Strategy 2011ς2020



PREVENTION

In most findings there are strong preventative measures 
introduced to reduce the incidents of road accidents and 
fatalities.

Some are very effective but some do not go far enough!

AHVRA members deal with the consequences of those 
measures thatdo not go far enough!



Write Off ? 

No Requirement to be 

recorded onto any 

Written Off Vehicle Register!

Western Australia

Driver dies after truck crash on Great 
Eastern Highway
Date June 18, 2014

A TRUCKIE has died and several others 
are injured in a horror crash involving 
two trucks on Great Eastern Highway, 
about 50km east of Perth.



Raids recover trailers 
worth millions

TayissaBarone/ The West Australian and 
Grant Wynne 7 News June 12, 2014, 

Police have charged two men over an 
alleged Wheatbelt truck trailer stealing 
racket potentially worth several million 
dollars. They allegedly found about two 
dozen stolen trailers with a market value 
of between $70,000 and $80,000 each, 
and several other items.

Stolen !

No Requirement to be 

recorded onto any 

Written Off Vehicle Register!



MYSTERY surrounds the 
circumstances of a fatal truck crash 
at Bordertown, in which a B-double 
semi-trailer ploughed into the 
bedroom of a sleeping couple

South Australia
Motel spared in truck smash-up

ByTasha Impey

A truck crashed into the side of a hotel in 
Mount Gambier (George Rodis, MFS-

supplied)

Write Off ? 

No Requirement to be 

recorded onto any 

Written Off Vehicle Register!

http://www.abc.net.au/profiles/content/s3578645.htm?site=southeastsa


A B-double truck from Melbourne and a semi-
trailer from Adelaide crashed head-on on the 
Western Highway at Black Range, near Stawell, 
killing both drivers. 

A third vehicle, a car carrier from Queensland, 
ploughed into the back of the trucks. Its driver 
suffered life-threatening injuries.

Write Off ? 

No Requirement to be 

recorded onto any 

Written Off Vehicle Register!



QLD

Driverôs miracle escape after truck 

rolls, losing gravel

31st Jul 2014 6:00 AM

A loaded gravel truck disrupts traffic on 
the Mary Valley Hwy after rolling and 
flipping on to its side and sliding about 
40m down the road, blocking traffic in 
both directions yesterday morning.

Write Off ? 

No Requirement to be 

recorded onto any 

Written Off Vehicle Register!



Overturned truck on Pacific Highway 
near Kempseyin fatal crash
PostedFri 8 Aug 2014, ABC News: Lucy Carter

Mother and daughter killed in truck 
crash on Pacific Highway on NSW mid-
north coast

Write Off ? 

No Requirement to be 

recorded onto any 

Written Off Vehicle Register!

Six Fatal Truck Crashes On NSW Roads So Far In 

May    16 May 2014 12:02

TWU NSW State Secretary Wayne Fornohas 
labelled May a horror month for truck crashes, 
with six fatal crashes across the State in just 
over two weeks, 



ü Unsafely ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ  ƘŜŀǾȅ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ōȅ άŘƻŘƎȅ ōŀŎƪ ȅŀǊŘŜǊǎέ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŘ ƻǊ άƻǿƴŜǊǎέ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƻƭƭŀǊΣ ōȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 
damage, could develop catastrophic failures leading to loss of life, 
property destruction and chaos on our roadsΧΧΦΦ

ü AHVRA has evidence where these vehicles have not been repaired to any 
safety standard because there is no record of these vehicles being written 
off or wrecked and no requirement for backyarders or owners to repair 
them to any repair safety standard!

ü AHVRA has been campaigning for Heavy Vehicle reform since 2010, our 
number 1 priority has been trying to improve the management of written 
ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǿǊŜŎƪŜŘ άǳƴǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘέ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ   



Vehicle was deemed a total 
loss by insurance company.

Vehicle was sold at auction 
and is now re-registered!





üThis vehicle was 
written off and sold 
at auction.  

ü Sometimes, even in 
what looks like a 
minor rollover case, 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ 
to be much damage. 



ü5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ άōŀŎƪ ȅŀǊŘŜǊέ ƪƴƻǿ 
what to look for or even care 
about safety?

üHave the internal steering 
components, chassis, suspension 
and turntablebeen checked?

üOr has only cosmetic and visible 
damage been repaired to get the 
vehicle back on our roads ready 
to sell to an unsuspecting buyer?  



}This vehicle was written off 
with no requirement to be 
recorded on the WOVR and 
purchased back by owner.

}Owner undertook repairs as 
there is no requirement to 
repair all identified damage 
to a safe industry standard 
or to the MVIRI Code.



}Spring packs still damaged

} suspension was not checked or 
crack tested.

}Turntable jaw kit was never 
replaced.



üTop deck of the rollover 
ǘǳǊƴǘŀōƭŜ άǘǿƛǎǘŜŘέ ŦǊƻƳ 
weight transferred by 
trailer and cargo

ü Jaw lock pin holding trailer 
to truck ςhairline fracture 
cracked in half!



üά.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘrepairers and rebirthing ƎŀƴƎǎέbuy these vehicles
becausethere is no requirement for them to be recorded on the
Written Off VehicleRegister,WOVR, when they arewritten off.

ü In the pursuit of cutting costs and savingmoney only άŎƻǎƳŜǘƛŎέ
repairsaredoneandareput backon our roads.

üRe-registration processesare less effective due to the lack of
availableinformation on the damagethat wreckedthe vehicle.

üUnsuspecting buyers of these heavy vehicles are being άŘǳǇŜŘέ as 

they are unable to identify these vehicles as a WRITE OFF or as a 

Wrecked heavy vehicle using the WOVR to provide a VIN or Vehicle 

History /ƘŜŎƪΧΦΦόw9±{ /I9/YύΗ 



}Vehicle has been driving 
on our roads for over 6 
months

} It was delivered to a 
AHVRA member to 
identify and fix shaking 
and vibrations from 
chassis and knocking 
sounds from underneath



}Steering box and drag link had 
severe impact on drag link and 
steering box was never stripped 
and crack tested.

}Severely cracked cross member 
had sealer wiped over crack to 
hide the crack





}Spring hangers and 
chassis were severely 
twisted.

}Spring hanger bolts 
ǿŜǊŜ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ άŦƛƴƎŜǊ 
ǘƛƎƘǘέ



üThe impact point on this 
vehicle was the right hand 
wheel area.

üThere was no visible 
impact damage to steering 
box.

üDue to inertia forces, the 
impact travels from the 
wheel to the steering box 
drag link assembly.



üTechnicians are trained in all 
aspects of heavy vehicle 
safety.

üCrack testing of king pins

üX-ray

ü Lathe testing
üNo external damage visible 

or evident, but king pin was 
found to be cracked!

Certified Repairers know what SAFETYissues 

to look for -Transfer Damage 



üAs these steering and 
suspension components are 
sealed, it is impossible to check 
if they are in a serviceable 
condition unless a full strip 
down occurs.

üCrack testing picks up cracks 
that are not evident previously.

üUpon disassemble major cracks 
visible in steering sector shaft.

Certified Repairers know what SAFETYissues 

to look for -Transfer Damage 



ü Impact damage is on the left 
hand side of the cabin.

üSteering box and Pitman Arm 
is located on the right hand 
side.

Certified Repairers know what SAFETYissues 

to look for -Transfer Damage 






